 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Greater Stockton Chamber of Commerce 

RESPONSIBLE PURCHASING POLICY 

1. Statement of Policy 
This policy, known as the "Greater Stockton Chamber of Commerce (Chamber) Responsible Purchasing Policy", supports a triple bottom line – economic, environmental and social. The Chamber supports sustainable practices that:

· 
Reduce waste by increasing product efficiency and effectiveness,

· 
Purchase products that minimize environmental impacts, toxics, pollution, and hazards to work and community safety, to the greatest extent practicable, and 

· Purchase products that include recycled content, are durable and long-lasting, conserve energy and water, reduce greenhouse gas emissions, use unbleached or chlorine free manufacturing processes and use wood from sustainably harvested forests.     
2.  Purpose

1.1

This policy is adopted in order to:

· 
conserve natural resources, preserve air, soil and water quality, 
·     minimize environmental impacts such as pollution and use of water and energy, 
·     eliminate or reduce toxics that create hazards to workers and our community, 

· strengthen and support strong local recycling markets by encouraging the Chamber members to use such products whenever practicable,
· 
reduce materials that are landfilled, 

· 
increase the use and availability of environmentally preferable products,
· 
identify environmentally preferable products and distributions systems,

·     create a model for successfully purchasing recycled products that encourages other purchasers in our community to adopt similar goals.
3.  Specifications

3.1
Source Reduction
3.1.1
Chamber shall institute best management practices that reduce waste and result in the purchase of fewer products whenever practicable and cost-effective, but without reducing safety or workplace quality. 
3.1.2
Chamber shall purchase remanufactured products such as laser toner cartridges, furniture, and equipment whenever practicable, but without reducing safety, quality or effectiveness.

3.1.3
Chamber shall require all equipment bought after the adoption of this policy to be compatible with source reduction goals as referred to in this section (3.1), when practicable.

3.1.4
All buyers shall consider short term and long-term costs in comparing product alternatives, when feasible. This includes evaluation of total costs expected during the time a product is owned, including, but not limited to, acquisition, extended warranties, operation, supplies, maintenance, disposal costs and expected lifetime compared to other alternatives. 
3.1.5
Products that are durable, long-lasting, reusable or refillable are preferred whenever feasible. 

3.1.6
Chamber requests vendors to eliminate packaging or use the minimum amount necessary for product protection, to the greatest extent possible. 

3.1.7
Packaging that is reusable or recyclable or is preferred, when suitable uses and programs exist. 

3.1.8
Vendors shall be encouraged to take back and reuse pallets and packaging materials.

3.1.9
Suppliers of electronic equipment, including but not limited to computers, monitors, printers, and copiers, shall be required to take back equipment for reuse or environmentally safe recycling when Chamber discards or replaces such equipment, whenever possible. 

3.1.10
Print and photocopy on both sides of paper; default copy machines to double-sided printing.

3.2
Recycled Content Products 

3.2.1
All products for which the United States Environmental Protection Agency (U.S.EPA) has established minimum recycled content standard guidelines, such as those for printing paper, office paper, janitorial paper, construction, landscaping, parks and recreation, transportation, vehicles miscellaneous and non-paper products, shall contain the highest post consumer content practicable, but no less that the minimum recycled content standards established by the U.S. EPA Guidelines. 

3.2.2
Copiers and printers bought shall be compatible with the use of recycled content products. 

3.2.3
All pre-printed recycled content papers intended for distribution that are purchased or produced shall contain a statement that the paper is made of recycled content. 100% post-consumer content is preferred.
3.3
Energy and Water Savings
3.3.1
Where applicable, energy efficient equipment shall be purchased with the most up-to-date energy efficient functions. This includes, but it not limited to, high efficiency space heating systems and high efficiency space cooling equipment. 
3.3.2
When practicable, Chamber shall replace inefficient lighting with energy-efficient equipment.

3.4
Green Building – Construction and Renovations
3.4.1
All building and renovations undertaken by the Chamber shall follow Green Building practices for design, construction, and operation, where appropriate, as described in the LEED™ Rating System. 
· Purchasing paper, paper products, and janitorial paper products that are

unbleached or that are processed without chlorine or chlorine derivatives, whenever possible.
4.0
Priorities

4.1
The health and safety of workers and citizens is of utmost importance and takes precedence over all other policies.
4.2
Chamber has a significant stake in developing successful recycling systems and recognizes that recycled content products are essential to the continuing viability of that recycling system and for the foundation of an environmentally sound production system.  Therefore, to the greatest extent practicable, recycled content shall be included in products that also meet other specifications, such as chlorine free or bio-based.
4.3
Nothing contained in this policy shall be construed as requiring a department, purchaser or contractor to procure products that do not perform adequately for their intended use, exclude adequate competition, or are not available at a reasonable price in a reasonable period of time. 
5.0
Implementation
5.1
The CEO of the Chamber or designee shall implement this policy in coordination with other appropriate personnel.

5.2
Whenever possible, Request for Proposals (RFPs) will include requests for pricing for recycled/re-refined products as well as standard pricing. RFPs will also request that the respondents provide a list of environmentally responsible products to be used in the project. 

Successful bidders shall certify in writing that the environmental attributes claimed in competitive bids are accurate.  In compliance with State law, vendors shall be required to specify the minimum or actual percentage of recovered and post consumer material in their products, even when such percentages are zero.

6.0
Program Evaluation
6.1       The CEO or his designee shall periodically evaluate the success of this policy’s implementation.  Report the progress of policy implementation by the Chamber to the Board of Directors
7.0
Definitions

7.1
“Best Management Practices” or sustainable practices

7.4
“Buyer” means anyone authorized to purchase or contract for purchases on behalf of the Chamber.
7.5
“Chlorine Free” means products processed without chlorine or chlorine derivatives.

7.9
“Energy Efficient Product” means a product that is in the upper 25% of energy efficiency for all similar products, or that is at least 10% more efficient that the minimum level that meets Federal standards.

7.14
“Post-consumer Material” means a finished material which would normally be disposed of as a sold waste, having reached its intended end-use and completed its life cycle as a consumer item, and does not include manufacturing or converting wastes.

7.15
“Practical” and “Practicable” mean whenever possible and compatible with local, state and federal law, without reducing safety, quality, or effectiveness and where the product or service is available at a reasonable cost in a reasonable period of time. “Final determination of the practicability of any given product must lie with the users of the product, since it is they who understand their performance and budgetary requirements. Products evaluation should consider life-cycle and replacement costs.
7.16
“Pre-consumer Material” means material or by-products generated after manufacture of a product is completed but before the product reaches the end-use consumer.  Pre-consumer material does not include mill and manufacturing trim, scrap, or broke which is generated at a manufacturing site and commonly reused on-site in the same or another manufacturing process.

7.19
“Recycle Content” means the percentage of recovered material, including pre-consumer and post-consumer materials, in a product.

7.20
“Recycled Content Standard” means the minimum level of recovered material and/or post-consumer material necessary for products to qualify as “recycled products.”

7.21
“Recycled Product” means a product that meets County’s recycled content policy objectives for post consumer and recovered material.

7.22
“Remanufactured Product” means any product diverted from the supply of discarded materials by refurbishing and marketing said product without substantial change to its original form. 
7.23
“Reused Product” means any product designed to be used many times for the same or other purposes without additional processing except for specific requirements such as cleaning, painting or minor repairs.
7.24
“Source Reduction” refers to products that result in a net reduction in the generation of waste compared to their previous or alternate version and includes durable, reusable and remanufactured products; products with no, or reduced, toxic constituents; and products marketed with no, or reduced, packaging.

8.0
Examples of Environmentally Preferable Products:

8.1
Recycled paper and paper products: Recycled photocopy paper, computer paper, and a growing variety of printing papers are widely available. 
8.2
Compost products;

8.8
Recycled plastic products; 

8.10
Insulation products made of recycled material; 

8.11
Recycled paint; 

8.12
Soy-based printing inks;

9.0
Exemptions
9.1
Nothing contained in this policy shall preclude the Chamber from requiring recycled material content as a bid specification.

9.2
Nothing in this policy shall be construed as requiring an agency or contractor to procure products that do not perform adequately for their intended use or are not available at a reasonable price in a reasonable period of time. 
10.0
Effective Dates
10.1
This policy shall take effect on August 15, 2007
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